date__________








name______________

How Humans Respond to a Natural Disaster

This will be a big research project, in which you will choose a natural disaster, research about it, make a presentation, and show it to your classmates. Keep this page as a reference as to what is expected of you at each stage. Most of the work will be done in class. 
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Curriculum Expectations:

GEOGRAPHY

A2.1
Students will formulate questions to guide investigations into the impact of natural events 


and human responses to them

A2.2
Students will gather and organize data and information from a variety of sources, using various technologies, on the impact of natural events that change the physical environment

MEDIA

1.3
Students will evaluate the effectiveness of a presentation

3.4
Students will produce a media presentation to demonstrate understanding of the geographic inquiry

Procedure:

1.
Working alone, choose a natural disaster that is of interest to you, and that you have been able to find sufficient information about.

2.
In the lab, you will be responsible for researching various aspects of the topic and gathering data and images. (see the slides needed for the presentation.) Store everything collected in Google Documents. We will be in the computer lab for 8 periods. KEEP TRACK OF YOUR SOURCES!

3.
When you have each collected the data, pictures and sources needed (at least 2 periods), you will be using Google Presentations to create the final product.

4.
One period at the end will be devoted to students sharing and evaluating each others’ presentations. Students will also receive a personal evaluation for both Geography and Media Literacy.

SLIDES: (of course all written information will be proofread for errors, and will be as thorough and detailed as possible. Each slide, other than the title page, needs its own heading.) 

1.
Page 1 is your Title Page. Here you will have your title (Human Responses to ____) which refers to [image: image2.png]


your particular topic.  You also need the names of the presentation contributors and pictures to support your topic.

2.
Page 2 will be a table of contents with links to each of the pages.

3.
Page 3 will be a definition and description of your topic IN YOUR OWN WORDS.

4.
Page 4 will be a map. Use MAPMAKER NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC to identify 

areas in the world that have experienced your particular disaster in the last 20 years. 

(You might want to stick with the most major – you should be able to identify at least 6-8.)

5.
Page 5. Select ONE of the most major of the disasters you identified on page 3. Describe where it was, when it happened, and give as much information IN YOUR OWN WORDS as you think is interesting. You can include pictures, diagrams, charts, etc.

6.
Page 6. This page is needed to describe all of the negative effects that resulted from this natural [image: image3.jpg]


disaster (the one described on page 4), and should use pictures to support the information.

7.
Page 7 will be a main focus of your presentation, so spend a lot of time and energy making this the most effective slide. Here you will talk about how humans have responded to this disaster, from the people who were directly affected to the people who have helped. Here you might want to explore how other countries responded to the disaster with assistance, and even who did not respond.
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8.
Page 8 will explore the current status of the area affected by the natural disaster. There may be no remaining consequences, or there may be a lot more work to be done. Perhaps new landforms were created. Perhaps people have moved away, or rebuilt. 


You will also need to evaluate the human response. What was good about it? 

What was ineffective? Was it adequate? Is there still more to be done? Could 

things have been done differently? better? What can we do to improve the 

response to this disaster.

9.
Page 9 is the final page to cite your sources. Here you will name the websites, the books, the videos, the magazines, and whatever other sources you used. 

Marking: Use the following checklist and rubric to help you. Refer to them OFTEN!

□
Title page completed properly


□ 
Pages Numbered

□
Table of Contents, (*links to pages)


□
All required info/pages present

□
All slides have proper headings, capitalized

□
All sources properly cited

	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Understanding:

Students define  chosen natural disaster and its effects
	- little or no accuracy 

- basic/simplistic understanding of effects

- responses not included
	- definition somewhat accurate, lacks a few key details

- some main effects described

- responses outlined briefly, detail lacking 
	 -definition is complete and accurate

- several effects described

- responses reasonably outlined 
	- uses strong and accurate terminology within definition 

- all/most effects described

- responses outlined with consistency 

	Thinking:
Ability to complete presentation with proper use of technology expected

Media

Use of Google Docs and Google Slides to create a presentation
	- presentation shows little or inconsistent organization and inaccurate or limited research 


- few tools used effectively to enhance presentation
	-presentation shows some organization and partial research


-some effective use of tools to enhance presentation
	- presentation shows appropriate organization and research


- appropriate use of tools to enhance presentation
	- presentation shows creative organization and thorough research


- effective use of many tools to enhance and strengthen presentation  

	Communication:

Appropriate use of language and communicative creativity
	- many obvious convention errors

- insufficient, incomplete or imprecise information 

- some text copied directly, little sense 
	- some convention errors noticeable
- some essential information present

- sometimes uses own words, sometimes direct from text  
	- few convention errors

- flows easily

- most info present, accurate

- own words used effectively
	- a few minor or no convention errors

- creative

- all info present, accurate, extra info adds to presentation

- cleverly written, own words, detailed descriptions 

	Application:

Information is presented showing understanding and makes connections between contexts 

Media

Critique of other presentations
	- is unable to effectively critique human response to disaster, uses little or inaccurate evidence to support ideas

-critique is not helpful or accurate
	- is able to simply critique human response to disaster but lacks sufficient evidence to support ideas 

-critique somewhat helpful, partially accurate
	-reasonably critiques human response to disaster using appropriate evidence

-critique is accurate and evaluation is suitable
	- thoroughly and insightfully critiques human response to disaster using complex evidence

-critique is precise and informative/instructive  to the presenters


